
Step 1: Assess the Extent of 
the Flood Damage
Before you can sell your home, you need a 
clear understanding of the extent of the 
flood damage. Even if the water has 
receded and the house appears dry, 
underlying problems like mold, weakened 
structures and damaged electrical 
systems might still exist.

Step 2: Weigh Your 

Repair Options
Once you know the full extent of the 
damage, you have two choices: 1) make 
repairs or 2) sell the home as-is. Repairs 
can be costly and time-consuming, 
especially if you need to remediate mold, 
replace drywall, or upgrade plumbing 
systems. You must weigh repair costs 
against your timeline, financial resources, 
and goals for moving forward.

Step 3: Disclose Flood 
Damage Honestly
Selling a flood-damaged house in 
Washington, D.C., comes with disclosure 
responsibilities. Under D.C. law, sellers 
must disclose known material defects that 
could impact a buyer's decision. Such 
defects include damage from past 
flooding, even if you made repairs. Trying 
to hide flood history could expose you to 
legal risks later.

Step 4: Decide How to Price 
Your Property
Expertly pricing a flood-damaged house is 
a very tricky part of the process. Pricing 
too high can scare off buyers. But too low 
results in a missed opportunity. It's often 
smart to consult a real estate professional 
or appraiser who understands local flood 
risk patterns and how they affect property 
values. They can help you strike a 

balance that attracts serious buyers 
without drastically undercutting your 
potential earnings.

Step 5: Market to the 

Right Audience
Not every buyer is interested in a flood-
damaged home, and that's okay. The 

goal is to market your property to the 

right audience, not the widest one. Cash 
buyers, real estate investors, and 
renovation specialists often seek homes 
that need significant repairs. They 

see potential where traditional buyers 

see problems.

Step 6: Consider Selling to 

a Cash Buyer
Selling a flood-damaged home in 
Washington, D.C., to a reputable cash 
buyer can be the most straightforward 
and financially sound solution. Cash 
buyers specialize in purchasing properties 
as-is, meaning you won't have to spend 
time or money on repairs, inspections, or 
lengthy negotiations.

Step 7: Prepare for Closing
Even with a cash sale, you still need to 
prepare for closing. Make sure you gather 
all necessary documentation, including 
proof of ownership, property disclosures, 
and any outstanding insurance claims or 
warranties. Fortunately, an experienced 
cash buyer often handles most of the 
closing details for you, making your end of 
the transaction even easier.
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